FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
so far as Governments fear a freeing of the forces of revolution
if they attempt to suppress them, opposition tendencies in the
bourgeois democracies do find expression in the Press and on the
platform, always, of course, subject to financial and other restric-
tions.
On the other hand, the Soviet author, scientist, musician, artist,
is not subjected to the limitations imposed upon his work in other
countries by reason of his own poverty or the poverty and
ignorance of his public, which either cannot, or will not, buy
great works of art or good books in sufficient numbers, and which
cannot or will not flock to the theatre, opera, or concert hall when
first-class works are presented.
In what other country does the author,' scientist, artist, get so
much assistance from the authorities, both moral and material,
as in the U.S.S.R. ? What other country can boast of such packed
theatres, opera and concert halls when the best plays and music,
both classic and modern, are presented? In what other country
can authors boast such huge circulations of their books ? In what
other country is scientific research and exploration so vigorously
organized and generously supported by the State as in the U.S.S.R. ?
Yes, Soviet artists, scientists, authors, are expected to use their
art and learning as a medium for ministering to the pleasure and
for raising the culture of the masses and not as propaganda, direct
or indirect, against the Soviets. Has this cramped their style ?
Anyone who has visited the picture galleries and museums in
the U.S.S.R. will agree that for care of the works of art and for
intelligent arrangement they are amongst the best that can be seen
anywhere.
All who have visited the theatres in the U.S.S.R. bear testimony
to the high artistic level of their productions, certainly not inferior
to that in other countries. How do the Soviet actors themselves
feel? Here is what I. M. Moskvin, one of the most eminent actors,
both in pre-revolutionary Russia and also now in the U.S.S.R.,
said, amongst other things, at a meeting of art workers in Moscow,
December 25, 1936:
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